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Gentlemen, 

I respectfully  submit  my  second  Annual  Report  and  purpose 
to  follow  the  lines  adopted  in  my  first  Report. 

POPULATION. 

The  long  inter-censal  period  makes  an  accurate  estimation  of 
the  population  all  but  impossible. 

The  population  of  several  of  your  Townships,  such  as 
Barinston,  Riddick,  Lambton,  Lumley  and  Burnmoor  vary  very 
little  if  any,  that  of  other  townships  is  increasing  rapidly  year  by 
year.  The  two  methods  most  generally  adopted  for  estimating 
the  population  are  (1)  to  ascertain  the  average  yearly  increase 
during  the  last  inter-censal  period  and  to  assume  that  the  increase 
has  been  maintained  since  the  census  year.  (2)  to  ascertain  the 
average  population  per  house  during  the  last  inter-censal  period 
and  to  multiply  the  number  of  inhabiied  houses  during  the  year 
by  that  average.  Both  systems  are  open  to  error.  It  appears  an 
easy  matter  to  get  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  from  the  rate 
books,  but  in  certain  instances  the  returns  are  quite  unreliable, 
and  in  the  following  table,*  though  in  Plawsworlh  township  there 
appears  to  be  17  houses  fewer  in  1896  thau  in  1895,  and  in 
Harraton  80  houses  more  in  1896  than  in  1895  there  were  cer- 
tainly no  empty  houses  in  the  former  nor  other  houses  built  in  the 
latter  during  1896. 

The  high  birth-rate  of  Usworth  township  suggested  the 
desirability  of  taking  a census.  I was  not  able  to  do  so  completely 
but  I was  favoured  by  Messrs.  Douglas  and  Clarke  with  the 
number  of  houses  at  Usworth  Colliery,  Springwell,  and  The  Mount, 
and  the  population  of  these  houses  which  are  occupied  by  the 
workmen  of  Usworth  and  Springwell  Collieries.  The  number  of 
houses  in  the  township  returned  by  the  assistant  overseer  is  936. 
The  number  of  houses  occupied  by  the  workmen  of  Usworth  and 
Springwell  Collieries  is  589  or  63  per  cent,  of  the  total  in  the 
township.  The  average  population  per  house  in  the  539  is  5*85. 
Calculating  the  population  of  the  township  as  936  multiplied  by 
5-85  we  get  a population  of  5475  and  a birth-rate  of  40‘0,  instead 
of  one  of  45'2,  which  more  nearly  corresponds  with  the  birth-rate 
of  the  whole  district.  Washington,  Pelton,  Witton  Gilbert  and 
Birtley  are  all  probably  linden sti mated.  Your  district  has  in 
every  way  likely  a population  of  over  58000  instead  of  56700,  as 
estimated  by  the  second  method  ! have  previously  mentioned. 

* 


See  Table  X. 
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During  the  year  the  area  of  your  district  has  been  slightly 
diminished  by  a portion  of  the  township  of  Edmondsley  situated 
at  Craghead  being  transferred  to  the  Rural  District  of  Lanchester. 
The  area  affected  is  233  acres  and  the  population  transferred  about 
1300.  During  the  year  also  the  township  of  Edmondsley  received 
45  acres  from  Waldridge.  The  number  of  houses  transferred  was 
80  and  the  population  was  about  4G7.  Up  to  the  end  of  the  year 
the  Registrar  General  had  not  made  an  order  transferring  the 
registration  of  births  and  deaths  from  Chester-le-Ktreet  to  Lau- 
chester  in  the  portion  first  referred  to.  These  vital  statistics 
therefore  include  a small  area  outside  your  district. 

BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  births  during  the  year  is  2157  showing  a 
decrease  of  113  from  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a birth-rate 
of  38'09  per  1000,  being  a decrease  of  2‘61  per  1000  from  that 
of  1895. 


DEATHS. 

The  number  of  Deaths  is  1083  (including  the  deaths  of  five 
persons  belonging  to  the  district,  occurring  outside  the  district!), 
being  14  fewer  than  the  previous  year.  This  gives  a general 
death-rate  of  19  per  1000,  or  a decrease  from  the  former  year  of 
•7  per  1000. 

The  number  of  deaths*  from  the  7 chief  zymotic  diseases  (viz  , 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Smallpox,  Measles,  “ Fever,”  Whooping 
Cough,  and  Diarrhoea)  is  212,  which  is  197  per  cent,  of  the  total 
deaths  The  death-rate  from  zymotic  diseases  is  372  as  compared 
with  2’ 27  of  last  year,  being  an  increase  of  1*45  per  1000. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  during  the  year 
is  in  the  aggregate  the  same  nearly  as  last  year,  but  made  up  of 
different  numbers.  In  1895  the  Measles  death-rate  was  nil,  and 
the  Diarrhoea  death-rate  high.  This  year  the  Measles  death  rate 
is  high,  and  the  Diarrhoea  death-rate  much  lower  than  last  year. 

INFANTILE  DEATH-RATE. 

The  number  of  death  occurring  amongst  children  under  one 
year  old  is  394  as  compared  with  404  during  the  previous  year. 
The  rate  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  old  to  the  number  of 
births  is  182  per  1000,  which  is  practically  the  same  as  last  year. 

PHTHISIS. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  Phthisis  is  61  as  compared  with 
50  last  year,  and  the  death-rate  is  1*07  as  compared  with  '96,  the 
rate  of  1895.  This  shows  an  increase  of  -1 1 per  1000. 

* See  Table  I.  tin  the  County  Lunatic  Asylum. 
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RESPIRATORY  DEATH-RATE. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  respiratory  diseases,  other  than 
Phthisis,  is  165  as  compared  with  162  last  year,  and  the  death- 
rate  is  2'7  as  compared  with  2*9,  being  a decrease  of  ‘2  per  1000. 

Uncertified  Deaths. 

With  reference  to  uncertified  deaths,  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  singles  out  your  District  as  a guilty  one  in  a 
guilty  County.  The  number  of  uncertified  deaths  for  the  year  is 
110,  or  1 0*2  per  cent,  of  total  deaths  This  compares  unfavour- 
ably with  the  number  in  the  Administrative  County,  which  is 
twice  as  many  as  the  number  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  varies  greatly  in  different  townships,*  and  is 
chiefly  due  to  deaths  of  persons  attended  by  unqualified  medical 
practitioners. 

Table  number  II  gives  the  number  and  distribution  of 
uncertified  deaths  in  the  district.  Excluding  the  smaller  town- 
ships, Witton  Gilbert  exhibits  the  best  record  in  having  no 
uncertified  deaths  ; Chester-le-Street  comes  next  with  23  per 
cent. ; and  Great  Lumley  stands  prominent  with  over  57  per  cent. 

The  General  Medical  Council  has  passed  a resolution  declaring 
any  qualified  medical  practitioner  employing  an  unqualified 
assistant,  not  under  his  direct  supervision,  to  be  guilty  of  infamous 
conduct,  and  in  consequence,  liable  to  be  struck  off  the  medical 
register. 

Whilst  not  sympathising  in  any  way  with  the  employment  of 
unqualified  practitioners  I consider  that  a number  of  deserving 
men  would  suffer  severely  should  their  employment  be  suddenly 
debarred.  What  would  be  fair,  I consider,  to  the  existing 
unqualified  practitioner  would  be  registration  (as  unqualified 
practitioners),  by  the  General  Medical  Council,  of  all  men  who 
have  been  bona-fide  unqualified  assistants  for  say  two  years,  such 
men  to  be  employed  only  under  the  direct  supervision  of  their 
qualified  employers.  For  such  a step  one  has  a precedent  in  the 
Pharmacy  Act. 

By  the  efflux  of  time  this  method  would  abolish  the  un- 
qualified assistant.  One  cannot  but  feel  that  in  the  past  the 
qualified  practitioner  is  the  one  most  guilty  of  the  existing 
number  of  unqualified  assistants. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  a large  amount  of  infectious  disease  prevalent 
in  your  district  during  the  year,  the  number  of  cases  notified  being 

* See  Table  II. 


6 


849,  as  compared  with  711  during  the  year  1895.  The  greater 
number  viz.  67.-5  per  cent,  is  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  diseases  can  be  controlled 
to  some  extent,  blit  the  carelessness  of  the  general  public  in  ex- 
posing their  infected  children  renders  the  spread  of  disease  easy, 
and  without  doubt  a large  number  of  cases  of  exposure  takes  place. 
While  the  law  says  that  a person  exposing  an  infected  child,  or 
themselves  while  infected,  may  be  prosecuted  it  is  always  difficult 
to  procure  witnesses  to  prove  the  exposure. 

The  spread  of  disease  may  always  to  some  extent  be  curtailed 
(1)  by  the  removal  to  an  isolation  hospital  of  the  infected  person, 
and  (2)  by  the  systematic  disinfection  of  the  house,  bedding  and 
clothing  of  tbc  infected  person.  In  your  district  there  is  as  yet 
no  systematic  disinfection  undertaken.  In  a wide  rural  district 
systematic  disinfection  is  always  a difficult  task.  This  is  due  to 
several  causes  chief  of  which  are,  insufficiency  of  staff  ; want  of 
properly  equiped  disinfecting  station  ; and  the  permeability  of  the 
walls  of  the  houses.  So  permeable  are  the  walls  of  many  of  the 
houses  that  the  sulphur  fumes  invade  the  neighbouring  houses 
much  to  the  discomfort  and  indignation  of  the  inmates.  Another 
difficulty  is  the  housing  of  the  inmates  of  an  infected  house 
during  disinfection. 

I consider  that  some  more  systematic  method  of  disinfection 
should  be  attempted  than  has  been  in  the  past.  If  would  amply 
repay  the  district  in  lives  saved,  and  consequently  money 
saved  to  establish  a fully  equiped  disinfection  station  The 
capital  outlay  would  be  small  and  the  annual  cost  of  maintenance 
would  not  entail  the  imposition  of  a half-penny  in  the  pound  in 
rate. 

In  cases  where  infectious  disease  has  appeared  in  a shop  the 
articles  exposed  to  infection  have  been  destroyed  and  compensation 
paid.  This  has  only  occurred  in  two  cases  and  the  compensation 
paid  has  amounted  to  nineteen  shillings  and  eightpence. 

In  no  case  has  infection  been  traced  to  milk  supply  save  the 
outbreak  at  Dame  Margaret’s  Home  which  is  referred  to  on 
page  8. 

Tables  IV.  to  VIII.  detail  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  in  each  township  during  each  month  of  the  year. 

There  has  not  been  any  prosecution  instituted  duriug  the  year 
for  exposure  of  an  infected  person  or  article.  This  however  is  not 
due  to  the  fact  that  there  has  not  been  any  such  exposure  but 
rather  to  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  proof  sufficiently  strong  to 
secure  a conviction. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

The  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever  which  marker!  rhe  closing 
months  of  1895  was  somewhat  intensified  during  the  months  of 
January  and  February  in  the  townships  of  Birtley,  Burnmoor. 
Edmondsiey,  Pelton  and  Chester-le-Street.  There  was  probably 
communication  between  infected  families  in  Pelton  and  Chester- 
le-Street,  but  Birtley,  Burnmoor  and  Edmondsley  were  more  or 
less  isolated  areas.  By  what  means  the  disease  was  introduced  to 
those  areas  was  difficult  to  determine,  but  once  there  it  spread 
rapidly.  The  disease  reached  its  minimum  in  June,  and  increased 
steadily  to  the  beginning  of  November  when  there  was  a rapid 
increase  confined  chiefly  to  the  townships  of  Usworth  and  Chester- 
le-Street,  areas  at  least  six  miles  apart.  By  the  end  of  the  year 
the  number  of  cases  had  greatly  decreased.  There  appeared  no 
good  reason  for  closing  any  of  the  schools  during  the  year  owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever,  but  the  children  from  infected 
houses  were  excluded  from  school  for  seven  or  eight  weeks  from 
the  appearance  of  the  disease  in  the  house. 

The  apathy  with  which  parents  treat  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  bother 
caused  tin  m by  keeping  an  infected  child,  in  good  health,  in  the 
house  or  in  such  a place  as  will  prevent  him  coming  in  contact 
with  healthy  people,  conduces  largely  to  the  spread  of  this  disease. 
In  addition  to  previous  instructions  the  following  hand-bill  was 
issued  by  your  Council : — 

CHESTER-LE-STREET  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Regulations  respecting  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Rural  District  Council  particularly  draws  the  attention 
of  parents  and  others  to  the  fact  that  the  Infection  of  Scarlet 
Fever  (or  Scarlatina),  Measles,  Diphtheria,  and  other  Infectious 
Diseases  exists  in  the  patient,  and  is  capable  of  spreading  the 
disease,  long  after  the  patient  appears  perfectly  well. 

No  one  having  suffered  from  any  of  the  above  Infectious 
Diseases  should  mix  with  others  until  4 weeks  after  Measles  or 
Diphtheria,  and  7 weeks  after  Scarlet  Fever  has  declared  itself. 

Anyone  so  infected  mixing  with  the  public,  or  a parent 
permitting  his  infected  child  to  mix  with  other  persons,  renders 
himself  liable  to  a maximum  fine  of  £5. 

No  one  from  any  house  in  which  either  of  the  above  Infectious 
Diseases  has  appeared,  should  unnecessarily  mix  with  the  public, 
nor  should  any  child  attend  a Day  or  Sunday-school,  or  play  with 
other  children  until  4 weeks  after  the  occurrence  of  the  last  case 


in  the  house,  of  Measles  or  Diphtheria,  and  7 weeks  after  the  last 
case  of  Scarlet  Fever  or  (Scarlatina). 

It  is  also  required  that  neighbours  shall  be  forbidden  to  bring 
themselves  or  their  children  inco  houses  in  which  any  Infectious 
Disease  is  present,  or  has  been,  until  the  lapse  of  the  above- 
mentioned  times. 

Anyone  disobeying  these  regulations  subjects  himself  to 
prosecution. 

By  order  of  the  District  Council, 

JOHN  TAYLOR,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Choster-le-Street,  Not.  1896. 

In  every  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  the  house  is  visited  by  one  of 
your  officers,  and  with  other  instructions,  the  above  hand-bill  is 
left.  W here  there  has  been  an  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  the 
same  bill  but  larger  in  size  has  been  posted  in  the  district. 

The  number  of  cases  notified  during  the  year  is  553*  being 
an  increase  of  72  over  the  number  notified  during  last  year.  The 
number  of  deaths  is  28  giving  a case  mortality  of  5 per  cent,  as 
compared  with  a case  mortality  of  3‘3  per  cent,  during  1895. 
Excluding  the  cases  treated  in,  and  the  deaths  from  Scarlet  Fever 
in  the  Hospital,  the  case  mortality  was  5'7  per  cent. 

A somewhat  anomalous  outbreak  of  Scarlet  Fever  and 
Diphtheria  occurred  at  Dame  Margaret’s  Home,  Washington 
Village.  This  is  a voluntary  institution  for  waifs  and  strays,  and 
usually  has  about  100  boys  and  girls  resident.  On  the  7th  Feb- 
ruary Louisa  A.  was  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  and 
was  removed  on  the  same  day  to  your  isolation  hospital. 

The  room  she  occupied,  and  the  bedding  she  used,  were 
fumigated  with  sulphur  and  washed.  On  the  16th  February 
Thomas  C.  and  Ada  P.  were  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  Fred  R.  was  notified  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria. 
On  the  17th  February  Rose  C.  was  notified  as  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever;  on  the  19th  February  Cissy  W.  notified  as  suffering 
from  Diphtheria,  and  on  the  31st  Ernest  S.  as  suffering  from 
Scarlet  Fever.  As  soon  as  the  diseases  were  notified  each  one  was 
removed  to  hospital,  and  the  best  available  means  taken  to  dis- 
infect dormitories,  clothes  and  bedding  On  the  18th  February 
a boy  called  Trevor  P.  living  about  2o0  yards  from  the  Home 
developed  Diphtheria. 

So  far  as  was  known  there  was  no  case  of  Scarlet  Fever  or 
Diphtheria  in  the  neighbourhood. 

* 


See  Table  IV. 
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The  children  in  the  Home  were  supplied  with  milk  from  their 
own  cows  supplemented  at  times  by  an  outside  supply.  The  milk 
supply  from  the  outside  was  investigated  but  no  sign  of  any 
disease  being  propagated  by  it  could  be  discovered.  The  milk 
from  the  home  cows  was  boiled  as  from  the  19th  February  and 
the  boiling  was  discontinued  on  the  Master’s  initiative  on  the 
27th  February. 

On  the  4th  March,  or  after  four  days’  use  of  unboiled  milk, 
Lydia  W.  was  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  and  was 
forthwith  removed  to  the  isolation  hospital.  On  the  12th  March, 
Kate  S.,  and  on  the  1 4th,  Mary  C.  were  notified  as  suffering  from 
Erysipelas;  on  the  16th,  Annie  C.  was  notified  as  suffering  from 
Diphtheria  ; and  on  the  2Uth  March,  Bridget  K.,  Harold  H.,  and 
Bertha  H.,  all  notified  as  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever  ; on  the 
21st  March,  Robert  B.  notified  as  suffering  from  Diphtheria,  and 
on  the  26th  March,  Nellie  T.  also  from  Diphtheria. 

The  boiling  of  the  milk  was  re-commenced  on  the  23rd  March, 
and  no  farther  case  occurred  after  that  on  the  26th  March. 

The  milk  was  submitted  to  an  experienced  bacteriologist  and 
he  reported  as  having  discovered  two  organisms,  one  probably 
Staphylococcus  Pyogenes  Albus,  and  another  which  he  described 
as  “ a small  oval  bacillus  which  in  many  cases  stained  more  deeply 
at  each  end  than  in  the  centre.  No  Diphtheria  bacilli  were  found 
in  the  milk  ....  and  we  have  no  positive  evidence  to  show  that 
the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  was  due  to  infection  from  the  milk  . . . 
It  is  advisable  to  continue  sterilising  all  the  milk.” 

The  cause  of  the  outbreak  was  somewhat  difficult  to  demon- 
strate, though  I very  strongly  suspect  that  the  diseases  were 
produced  by  the  milk.  It  appeals  to  me  more  than  a coincidence 
that  the  diseases  should  cease  after  each  sterilisation  of  the  milk 
supply. 

A suggestion  has  been  made  that  the  so-called  Diphtheria  was 
not  Diphtheria,  and  that  the  outbreak  was  caused  by  an  unrecog- 
nised case  of  Scarlet  Fever  occurring  in  the  Home.  In  opposition 
to  this  theory  we  have  the  cessation  of  the  outbreak  after 
each  sterilisation  of  the  milk,  and  secondly,  a careful  examination 
of  the  children  was  made  but  no  one  desquamating  was  discovered. 
Again  a scraping  from  the  throat  of  one  of  the  Diphtheria  patients 
was  submitted  to  a bacteriologist  and  by  him  was  pronounced  to 
give  a culture  of  Diphtheria  bacilli.  The  clinical  symptoms  of  the 
two  diseases  were  distinctly  different. 
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Measles. 

Measles  is  a disease  of  very  regular  periodicity,  every  second 
year  bringing  its  outbreak.  Measles  appeared  at  Plawsworth  in 
January  and  during  the  year  has  visited  nearly  every  village  in 
your  district,  being  prevalent  in  Washington  Village  in  December. 

Measles  is  considered  by  most  people  to  be  a very  simple, 
harmless,  infantile  disease.  Such  a notion  is  fatally  wrong. 
During  the  year  Measles  has  caused  94  deaths  in  your  District, 
more  than  four  times  as  many  deaths  as  the  dreaded  Scarlet 
Fever,  and  28  more  deaths  than  all  the  other  Infections  Diseases 
combined. 

In  Measles,  death  is  nearly  always  caused  by  some  lung 
affection,  caused  directly  by  the  Measles  poison  which  has  a dis- 
position to  attack  those  organs  however  carefully  the  sufferer  may 
be  nursed. 

The  most  fatal  period  for  Measles  is  the  jfirst  two  years  of 
life,  and  the  second  year  is  more  fatal  than  the  first,  and  during 
these  years  nearly  three  times  as  many  deaths  take  place  as  during 
all  the  following  years  combined.  The  following  table  shows  the 
number  of  deaths  during  different  age  periods 


Number  of  Deaths  from  Measles  during  1896, 
occurring  at  different  age  periods. 


Under 

1 Year  old. 

1 Year 

2 Years 

3 Years 

4 Years 

Over 

and  under 

and  under 

and  under 

and  under 

5 Years 

2 Years. 

3 Years. 

4 Years. 

5 years. 

old. 

27 

43 

10 

7 

4 

3 

Measles,  though  a markedly  infectious  disease  and  markedly 
fatal  disease,  is  not  included  amongst  the  notifiable  diseases  as 
enumerated  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act,  of  1889, 
though  permission  is  therein  given  any  Local  Authority  to  declare 
it  notifiable. 

A very  debatable  question  is,  “ Should  Measles  be  a notifiable 
disease  ? ” I consider  that  notification  of  Measles  cannot  in  a 
rural  district  be  adopted  unless  in  a modified  way. 

It  is  of  small  import  notifying  any  disease  unless  an  Authority 
is  prepared  to  offer  some  means  of  isolation,  provided  the  disease 
is  directly  infectious  from  person  to  person. 
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To  isolate  a tithe  of  Measles  during  an  epidemic  means  a 
very  large  hospital,  and  to  notify  all  cases  of  Measles  wnuld  mean 
a very  large  expenditure  in  fees  without  any  adequate  return  of 
prevention. 

Most  infectious  diseases  are  chiefly  infectious  after  the  disease 
has  fully  declared  itself,  but  Measles  is  highly  infectious  in  the 
invasion  stage,  a period  of  four  days  before  any  rash  appears,  a 
period  during  which,  though  Measles  be  suspected,  a certain  diagnosis 
could  not  be  made,  and  a period  during  which  the  child  would 
not  be  isolated,  but  would  be  potential  to  spread  the  disease  before 
the  case  would  be  notified. 

The  Fatality  demands  that  something  should  be  done  to  pre- 
vent the  spread  of  Measles,  but  so  long  as  the  people  believe  that 
Measles  is  harmless  and  that  “ if  a child  is  to  have  Measles  it 
must  have  Measles,”  a Local  Authority  however  willing  will  find 
a great  difficulty  in  coping  with  an  outbreak. 

What  might  be  suggested  are  (1)  that  every  first  case  in  a 
family  be  notified,  (2)  that  householders  be  made  liable  for 
neighbours  visiting  their  infected  houses,  and  that  visitors  be 
liable  to  be  prosecuted  for  visiting  infected  houses  unless  under 
very  special  circumstances. 

These  measures  may  appear  drastic,  but  nothing  short  of 
drastic  measures  will  lessen  the  huge  fatality  from  Measles,  which 
occurs  so  frequently  as  every  second  year. 

Closing  of  schools  as  a preventative  of  Measles  is  advocated. 
From  the  data  I possess  I am  unable  to  speak  positively  as  to  the 
beneficial  result  of  school  closure.  I doubt  its  potency,  for  in 
thickly  populated  colliery  villages  children  congregate  as  much 
during  school  closure  as  they  do  at  school,  while  they  have  more 
opportunity  of  visiting  their  infected  playmates.  The  whole 
subject  is  of  so  much  importance  that  it  deserves  much  more 
study  before  definite  conclusions  can  be  arrived  at. 

The  following  schools  have  been  closed  by  your  Council’s 
order,  owing  to  outbreaks  of  Measles.  How  far  the  closing  re- 
duced the  incidence  of  the  attack  I am  unable  to  say  : — 

Bewick  Main  from  the  5th  February  to  the  4th  March 
inclusive  ; Washington  Station  Hoard  School  from  18th  March  to 
15th  April,  inclusive  ; Fatfield  Elementary  from  the  13th  April  to 
the  11th  May,  inclusive;  Nettlesworth  Elementary  from  the  25th 
April  to  the  23rd  May,  inclusive  ; Birtley  Elementary  from  the 
29th  April  to  the  27th  May,  inclusive. 
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The  following  Schools  were  voluntarily  closed  by  their 
managers,  viz  : — Lumley ; Edmondsley,  from  the  1st  to  29th  May  ; 
Waldridge,  from  4th  June  to  3rd  July;  and  Chester  Moor, 
from  5th  June  to  3rd  July. 


Typhoid  and  Continued  Fevers. 

Typhoid  has  never  been  epidemic  in  your  District  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  cases  notified  being  108  with  14  deaths,  as 
compared  with  100  cases  and  15  deaths  during  the  previous  year. 
The  case  mortally  is  13  per  cent.  The  townships  chiefly  atfected* 
were  Witton  Gilbert,  15  cases,  being  an  attack  rate  of  3‘2  per 
1000  ; Waldridge,  10  cases,  being  an  attack  rate  of  6 per  1000  ; 
Edmondsley,  13  cases,  being  an  attack  rate  of  3‘4  per  1000  ; and 
Chester-le-Street,  with  33  cases,  being  an  attack  rate  of  2*9  per 
1000.  The  attack  rate  for  the  District  is  T9  per  1000,  which 
compares  favourably  with  that  of  the  Administative  County. 


Diphtheria  and  Croup. + 

These  fatal  diseases  have  only  appeared  sporadically  during  the 
year.  The  number  of  cases  has  been  57  with  9 deaths,  being  a 
case  mortality  of  15’8  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  25  cases  last 
year,  having  a case  mortality  of  36  per  cent. 


Puerperal  Fever.i 

There  have  been  10  cases  notified,  with  3 deaths,  or  a case 
mortality  of  33'3  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  a mortality  last 
year  of  80  per  cent.  I am  unable  to  add  anything  to  my  remarks 
of  last  year  as  to  the  uncertainty  which  prevails  as  to  what 
pyrexial  condition  after  childbirth  should  be  or  should  not  be 
notified  as  Puerperal  Fever.  Probably  it  is  only  those  pyrexial 
states  wdiere  death  is  foreshadowed  which  are  notified  to  be 
Puerperal  Fever. 


Erysipelas.! 

The  number  of  cases  notified  was  91,  with  a case  mortality 
of  2"2  per  cent. 


Whooping  Cough. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  was  5.  I am  unable 
to  say  how  many  cases  occurred  during  the  year,  but  so  far  as 
J can  ascertain  there  was  no  epidemic  outbreak. 


* See  Table  V.  t See  Table  VI. 


£ See  Table  VII.  § See  Table  VIII. 


Diarrhoea  including  Gastro-Enteritis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  Diarrhoea  during  the  year  has  been 
considerably  less  than  last  year,  there  being  only  62  deaths 
registered,  viz. : — 25  from  Diarrhoea,  and  37  from  Gastro- 
Enteritis.  The  latter  half  of  the  year  was  cool,  and  was  con- 
sequently a non-diarrhceal  year. 

We  are  told  by  some  that  Diarrhoea  is  entirely  due  to  the 
improper  feeding  of  infants.  If  that  were  so,  from  year  to  year, 
irrespective  of  the  Autumnal  temperature,  we  ought  to  have 
practically  the  same  fatality,  but  that  is  not  so.  One  must  seek  for 
a cause  elsewhere.  There  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  cause  is  an 
aeriel  poison  generated  by  a certain  temperature,  in  a polluted  soil. 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

The  amount  of  general  Sanitary  work  accomplished  in  your 
District  during  the  year  has  been  fairly  satisfactory. 


Water  Supply. 

Nearly  all  the  places  mentioned  in  my  last  annual  report  are 
now  supplied  with  pure  and  wholesome  water.  A supply  of  water 
has  been  laid  on  to  the  villages  of  High  Usworth,  Springwell  and 
the  Mount  in  the  township  of  Usworth  ; Eighton  Banks  in  the 
township  of  Lamesley  ; the  hamlet  of  the  Vale  Pit  in  the  township 
of  Birtley  ; Low  Flatts  in  the  township  of  Harraton  ; Hett  Hills 
in  the  township  of  Chester-le-Street ; two  farms  in  the  township 
of  Edmondsley  ; Hammer  Square,  Middle  Forge,  and  Forge  Banks 
in  the  township  of  Urpeth. 

The  supply  to  Granby  Terrace  and  Upper  and  Lower  Street- 
gate  in  the  township  of  Lamesley  has  not  yet  been  accomplished. 
The  delay  has  been  caused  by  circumstances  outside  your  Council’s 
jurisdiction,  but  the  agreement  with  the  Consett  Water  Company 
to  proceed  with  the  work  has  been  signed  and  in  a few  weeks  I 
trust  the  work  will  be  accomplished.  A tender  has  just  been 
accepted  to  lay  on  a water  supply  (Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water 
Company)  to  Havannah  Terrace  and  the  Raft  Yard  in  the  town- 
ship of  Washington,  which  will  supply  150  people  with  wholesome 
water,  who  up  till  now  have  been  very  badly  supplied. 

The  village  of  Lumley  having  a population  of  about  1300 
and  the  hamlet  of  Houghton  Gate  with  a population  of  80  have 
an  insufficient  supply  of  water,  but  I hope  that  during  the  year 
these  places  will  be  better  provided.  The  village  of  Fatfield  has 
a supply  of  water  into  which  surface  washings  at  times  find  their 
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way.  An  analysis  of  three  samples  of  the  water  was  made  during 
the  year,  and  the  water  declared  to  be  of  doubtful  purity. 

Removal  of  House  Refuse. 

In  that  portion  of  Chester-le-Street  township  where  your 
Council’s  workmen  clean  out  the  ashpits  the  work  is  very  well  done, 
and  in  the  remainder  of  the  township  where  the  ashpits  are  cleaned 
by  the  collieries  no  fault  can  be  found  with  the  cleansing. 

In  the  townships  of  Birtley  and  Washington  where  your 
Council  contracts  for  the  cleaning,  the  systematic  inspection  by 
your  officers,  is  found  to  be  the  best  method  of  keeping  the  ashpits 
cleaned  out.  In  districts  where  no  contract  exists  the  small 
owners  find  it  difficult  to  keep  their  ashpits  cleaned.  Between  the 
difficulty  of  procuring  some  one  to  clean  the  ashpits  and  the  apathy 
of  the  owners,  many  of  the  ashpits  frequently  get  over  full. 

Sanitary  Improvements. 

The  townships  of  Lambton,  Biddick,  Cocken  and  Barmston 
remain  very  much  in  statu  quo. 

Burnmoor. 

Several  of  the  houses  at  D.  Pit  Square  are  small  and  over- 
crowded and  five  houses  at  Old  Burnmoor  are  not  in  a sanitary 
condition  being  defective  in  privy  accommodation  and  drainage. 

Birtley. 

The  portion  of  the  hamlet  of  Portobello  situate  in  Birtley 
township  consisting  of  46  houses  is  being  sewered  and  properly 
drained.  Tour  Council  has  decided  to  conduct  the  sewage  into  a 
disused  pit  shaft. 

A large  flushing  tank  has  been  provided  to  flush  the  sewers 
in  the  village  of  Birtley.  This  will  prevent  silting  and  is  a highly 
sanitary  improvement,  especially  in  dry  weather  when  the  sewer 
contents  from  scarcity  of  water  lie  in  the  sewer,  putrify  and  send 
forth  volumes  of  noxious  gases. 

Chester-le-Street. 

Means  have  been  piovided  to  flush  with  river  water  the  flat 
North  and  Smith  Burn  sewers.  These  two  sewers  were  frequently 
silting  up  from  their  flatness,  and  not  only  will  their  flushing 
keep  them  free  from  silt  but  will  prevent  the  production  of  foul 
sewer  gas  by  the  decomposition  of  the  sewer  coirents. 

At  Chester  South  Moor  12  out  of  the  47  large  ashpits  have 
been  roofed.  At  Pelton  Fell  26  privies  and  ashpits  have  been 
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erected  ; and  at  Chester-1  e-Street  23  privies  and  water-closets 
have  been  built  to  houses  where  no  such  accommodation  previously 
existed. 

After  a Local  Government  Board  enquiry  increased  powers 
were  granted  to  the  township  by  the  adoption  of  Secs.  2G  and  47 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  ; Secs.  20,  22,  27,  34  and  43 
of  the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890  ; and  the  Private 
Streets  Works  Act,  1892. 

The  last  Act  is  of  much  importance  to  Chester-le-Street. 
The  powers  given  your  Council  therein  will  enable  you  to  make 
and  render  passable  a number  cf  streets  which  are  in  a very 
unsatisfactory  state. 


Harraton. 

The  village  of  Fatfield  is  now  completely  spouted,  and  a 
large  number  of  cesspool  gullies  have  been  removed  and  replaced 
by  trapped  gullies  of  modern  make.  Ashpit  and  privy  accom- 
modation has  been  provided  to  those  houses  mentioned  in  my  last 
report,  whilst  a number  of  houses  has  been  repaired,  two  have 
been  rebuilt,  two  pulled  down,  and  five  have  been  closed. 

The  drainage  remains  much  the  same  as  formerly.  Your 
Council  in  February  last  resolved  to  properly  sewer  the  village, 
but  the  impending  change  in  the  lesseeship  of  the  neighbouring 
collieries  delayed  the  work.  Your  Surveyor  is,  however,  now 
engaged  preparing  plans  and  estimates  to  carry  out  your 
resolution. 

The  hamlet  of  Low  Flatts  has  been  much  improved.  Four- 
teen of  the  houses  have  been  converted  into  seven.  New  floors, 
windows,  and  doors  have  been  provided,  the  rooms  ceiled,  and  the 
walls  properly  plastered,  The  remaining  five  houses  have  been 
similarly  repaired.  A supply  of  water  has  been  provided  for  each 
house,  and  the  hamlet  is  drained  into  a cesspool. 


Lamesley. 

At  Eighton  Banks  over  30  privies  have  been  provided  to  the 
houses  mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report ; and  privy  and  ash- 
pit accommodation  is  being  provided  for  a number  of  houses  at 
Upper  Street gate  and  Lower  Streetgate,  and  at  Kibblesworth.  One 
insanitary  house  at  Eighton  Banks  has  been  closed.  A tender 
has  been  accepted  for  the  proper  sewering  of  the  hamlet  of 
Sunniside,  40  houses,  and  the  work  will  shortly  be  commenced. 
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Great  Lumley. 

A change  of  the  lessee  of  the  colliery  delayed  the  progress  of 
the  necessary  improvements  to  the  village  of  Lumley.  The 
drainage  is  defective  and  the  water  supply  deficient. 

A large  number  of  the  houses  are  insanitary,  and  fifty-four 
preliminary  notices  have  been  served.  Several  of  the  notices  have 
been  complied  with,  and  I have  received  promises  in  the  majority 
of  the  remainder  that  the  necessary  repairs  will  be  effected. 

None  of  the  projected  ashclosets  have  been  built  in  the 
Front  Street  on  the  sites  objected  to  in  my  last  Annual  Report, 
but  the  necessary  conveniences  have  been  built  at  the  back  of  the 
houses  in  question. 

Altogether  40  ashclosets  have  been  built  during  the  year 
which  means  privy  accommodation  for  80  houses. 

Five  out  of  the  six  large  communal  ashpits  which  disfigured 
the  main  street  have  been  removed.  Foi’ty  houses  have  been 
spouted  during  the  year.  A large  number  remains  to  be  Bpouted. 

Ouston. 

In  this  township  80  houses  have  been  spouted.  The  two 
houses  which  were  closed  last  year  at  Ouston  Springs  Farm  have 
been  put  into  habitable  condition  and  re-occupied. 

Pelton. 

The  drainage  of  the  township  of  Pelton  remains  in  the  same 
condition  as  described  in  my  last  annual  report.  The  necessary 
privy  accommodation  has  been  provided  for  M unroe’s  Buildings  and 
Hunt’s  Buildings  in  the  village  of  Pelton,  and  for  Alma  Cottages 
at  Alma  Pit.  The  houses  at  Middle  Hold  have  been  repaired  and 
spouted.  At  West  Pelton  a large  number  of  houses  have  been 
ceiled.  At  PerkiDsville  78  Houses  have  been  spouted. 

Urpeth. 

The  houses  (6  in  number)  at  Eden  Square  are  in  an  un- 
satisfactory condition.  They  are  unspouted  and  defective  in  privy 
accommodation.  The  upper  room  is  unventilah  d and  badly  lighted 
while  the  lower  room  is  only  six  and  a half  fed  high.  They  are 
without  doubt  injurious  to  health. 

Usworth. 

At  Springwell  the  large,  open,  insanitary  ashpits  at  Bowes 
Crescent  are  being  converted  into  ash  closets.  When  the  work  is 
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completed  a marked  sanitary  improvement  will  have  been  accom- 
plished. As  mentioned  elsewhere  the  whole  village  is  now  supplied 
with  a sufficiency  of  wholesome  water. 


Waldridge. 

The  houses  known  as  the  Stables  have  been  repaired  and 
provided  with  privy  and  ashpit  accommodation,  and  a number  of 
houses  have  been  spouted. 


Washington. 

The  condition  of  this  township  is  fairly  satisfactory.  Fourteen 

Erivies  have  been  erected  to  houses  previously  unprovided,  and  the 
ouses  inhabited  by  Baister,  Roth  well  and  another,  mentioned  in 
my  last  annual  report  have  been  made  habitable.  Tbe  roadways 
at  the  Cottages  require  lowering.  Their  present  distance  above 
the  floors  of  many  of  the  houses  causes  storm  water  to  flow  into 
these  houses. 


Witton  Gilbert. 

Several  houses  in  this  village  are  in  a condition  hardly  sani- 
tary. Six  houses  have  been  provided  with  privy  accommodation. 


Several  require  spouting  and  to  a few  there  is  no  water  supply. 


Unwholesome  Food- 

One  seizure  of  unwholesome  food  ha3  taken  place  during  the 
year,  and  two  green  grocers  have  been  warned  respecting  unsound 
fruit.  The  seizure  cousisted  of  4 carcases  of  sheep,  7 legs  of 
mutton,  36  kidneys  and  18  pieces  of  beef.  A magistrate’s  order 
was  obtained  for  their  destruction.  Your  Council  did  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  institute  legal  proceedings  against  the  owner 


There  is  no  systematic  inspection  made  of  slaughter  houses, 
nor  are  there  any  bye-laws  in  force  regulating  the  use  of  slaughter 
houses,  in  your  district.  When  one  considers  that  about  17  per 
cent,  of  meat  systematically  inspected  is  tuberculous  the  necessity 
of  inspection  makes  itself  apparent.  In  a usual  way  every  butcher’s 
dog  has  the  free  run  of  the  slaughter  house.  Not  only  do  dogs 
breed  a parasite,  the  embryo  of  which  is  fatal  to  man,  but  one 
knows  the  tendency  a dog  has  to  micturate  against  every  thing 
near,  the  more  especially  when  two  or  more  assemble  together. 
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Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Throughout  the  district  a fair  number  of  houses  are  not  in 
that  sanitary  condition  which  one  would  desiie,  and  in  some  cases 
great  difficulty  is  experienced  in  inducing  the  owners  to  improve 
them,  these  remarks  apply  more  to  the  smallei  than  to  the  larger 
owners.  The  greatest  patience  and  trouble  are  taken  with  owners 
before  a report  is  made  to  your  Council,  and  in  a large  majority  of 
instances  repairs  are  effected  without  bringing  the  matter  before 
you.  In  a few  instances  it  was  found  imperative  to  take  legal 
proceedings  Before  taking  such  a course,  the  usual  custom  has 
been  to  serve  a preliminary  notice  of  28  days,  on  the  owner,  which 
invariably  has  been  extended  to  56.  After  that  period  has  elapsed 
a statutory  notice  has  been  served,  the  time  given  to  effect  the 
necessary  repairs  is  never  shorter  than  4 2 days.  Legal  proceedings 
when  necessary  have  not  been  instituted  till  a considerable  time 
has  elapsed  after  the  expiry  of  the  42  days. 

The  following  statutory  notices  were  served  with  the  results 
as  described. 

On  the  31st  January  notices  were  served  respecting  five  houses 
in  the  township  of  Harraton.  The  bouses  were  made  habitable. 

On  the  7th  February  notice  was  served  respecting  four  houses 
(one  owner)  in  the  township  of  Lamesley.  No  repairs  being 
effected  a magistrates'  order  to  close  the  houses  was  obtained  on  the 
20th  May.  Three  of  the  houses  are  closed,  but  the  occupier  of 
the  fourth  has  been  so  ill  as  to  prevent  removal,  and  still  occupies 
the  house. 

On  the  11th  May  notice  was  served  on  the  owner  of  a house 
in  Pelton  township.  No  repairs  have  been  made  but  I am  assured 
that  they  will  be  effected  in  due  course. 

On  the  20th  May  notice  was  served  on  the  owner  of  a house 
in  the  township  of  Lumley.  The  house  was  past  repairing  and  as 
soon  as  the  occupier  got  a house  the  insanitary  dwelling  was  closed 
by  the  owner. 

The  Isolation  Hospital. 

During  the  year  the  advantages  of  your  Isolation  Hospital 
have  been  appreciated. 

On  the  31st  December,  1895,  there  were  resident  16  patients 
and  during  this  year  102  patients  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  10 
suffering  from  Diphtheria  and  9 suffering  from  Enteric  Fever 
have  been  admitted.* 

The  average  number  of  days  resident  for  each  Scarlet  Fever 
patient  was  53‘2  ; for  each  Typhoid  Fever  patient  40-6  ; and  for 
each  Diphtheria  patient  24-5.  The  average  number  ofipatients 
daily  resident  has  been  1 5*3. 

* See  Tabic  IX. 
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Ninety  patients  recovered  from  Scarlet  Fever ; eight 
recovered  from  Typhoid  Fever,  and  ten  recovered  from  Diphtheria 
have  been  discharged  during  the  year.  On  the  last  day  of  the 
year  there  were  resident  25  patients  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  1 suffering  from  Typhoid  Fever.  During  the  year  2 died 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  being  a case  mortality  on  admission  of  a 
trifle  under  2 per  cent. ; 1 died  from  Typhoid  Fever,  being  a case 
mortalitv  of  11*1  per  cent,  on  admissions.  The  death-rate  from 
Diphtheria  was  nil,  and  I consider  this  result  due  to  the  curative 
powers  of  Diphtheria  Anti-toxine  Serum,  administered  at  an  early 
stage  of  the  disease. 


Once  during  the  year  there  was  an  outbreak  of  Chicken  Pox 
(5  cases)  caused  by  one  Scarlet  Fever  patient  having  been 
infected  with  Varicella  before  admission. 

There  were  two  outbreaks  of  Measles.  The  first  outbreak 
was  limited  to  two  patients,  and  the  disease  was  introduced  by  a 
child  admitted  suffering  from  Scarlet  Fever,  whilst  in  the  incuba- 
tory period  of  Measles. 

The  patient  developed  the  Measles  10  days  after  admission. 

The  second  outbreak  was  limited  to  three  patients  and  was 
evidently  introduced  by  Measles-infected  clothing. 

The  accommodation  at  your  hospital  is  inadequate,  especially 
in  the  administrative  block,  and  your  Council  is  now  considering 
the  best  means  of  increasing  the  usefulness  of  the  hospital. 

That  Isolation  is  a most  useful  proceeding  one  would  hardly 
think  requires  proof,  yet  I have  heard  it  asserted  that  patients 
would  be  better  at  lmme  and  consequently  it  is  better  not  to 
isolate  cases  of  infectious  diseases.  The  legislature  says  that  if 
any  pig  is  infected  with  swine  fever ; any  cattle  suffering  from 
pleuro-pneumonia  or  any  horse  suffering  from  glanders  that  they 
shall  be  isolated  by  such  effective  means  as  could  not  be  applied 
to  the  human  being,  that  the  area  in  which  these  animals  are,  is 
an  infected  area,  and  that  a penalty  shall  attncli  to  anv  one  re- 
moving an  animal  from  that  area  whether  apparently  infected  or 
not.  If  it  be  right  and  beneficial  to  isolate  infected  loaer  auimals, 
surely  it  is  more  right  and  more  beneficial  to  isolate  in  the  best 
possible  manner  human  beings,  so  as  to  protect  the  healthy  from 
disease  and  to  prevent  death,  for  every  life  saved  is  a gain  to  the 
community. 

In  your  district  the  beneficial  effects  of  the  Isolation  Hospital 
are  easily  demonstrated.  In  Chester-le-Street  township,  the 
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most  thickly  populated  township  in  your  district, — and  density 
of  population  is  one  of  the  surest  means  in  the  spread  of  infectious 
disease, — 50  per  cent,  of  the  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  was  isolated  in 
your  hospital.  The  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the 
township  was  12  per  1000  inhabitants. 

At  Usworth  Colliery,  where  the  houses  are  not  crowded  and 
where  all  the  patients  were  treated  at  home,  the  number  of  cases 
of  Scarlet  Fever  was  18  per  1000  inhabitants;  at  Burnmoor  where 
the  density  of  population  is  greater,  and  where  all  the  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever  were  treated  at  home  the  attack  rate  per  1000  in- 
habitants was  36  ; at  Birtley  where  18*5  per  cent,  of  the  infected 
cases  was  removed  to  the  hospital  the  attack  rate  per  1000 
was  16*3. 

What  is  probably  more  demonstrative  of  the  good  results  of 
isolation  is  the  fact  that  in  all  the  houses  from  which  the  first 
affected  case  was  removed,  with  one  exception,  no  second  case 
occurred.  This  result  is  markedly  different  from  other  houses 
where  the  first  infected  child  was  not  removed,  and  where  as  many 
as  five  cases  occurred  in  one  house. 

The  following  table*  gives  a summary  of  admissions,  dis- 
charges and  deaths  during  each  month  of  the  year 

I have  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  I have  received  from 
tbe  Matron,  during  the  year,  in  the  management  of  the  hospital. 

I have  again  to  thank  your  Council  for  the  courtesy  and 
support  you  have  afforded  me  throughout  the  year. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  TAYLOR. 


The  Chairman  and  Members, 
Rural  District  Council, 
Chester-le-Street. 


See  Table  IX. 


TABLE  I.  TABLE  OF  BEA1HS  from  the  Seven  Chief  Zymotic  Diseases  during  1896 
according  - to  Localities  and  months  nf 


I Total 


TABLE  II. 

TABLE  OF  UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS  DURING  1800, 

CLASSIFIED  ACCORDING  TO  AGES  AND  LOCALITIES. 


: 

LOCALITIES. 

At  all 
ages. 

Under 

1 yr. 

Over  1 
& 

under 

2 yrs. 

Over 

2 yrs., 
under 

3 yrs. 

Over 

3 yrs. , 
under 

4 yrs. 

Over 

4 yrs., 
under 

5 yrs. 

Over 

5 yrs. 

Percentage  of 
uncertified 
to  all  deaths. 

Barmston 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Biddick,  South 

• • 

... 

... 

Birtley 

9 

2 

2 

2 

... 

1 

2 

8-03 

Burnmoor 

2 

... 

1 

... 

•• 

1 

7-00 

Chester-le-Street 

5 

4 

•• 

•• 

... 

1 

2-35 

Cocken  

... 

... 

■ 

... 

... 

... 

Edmondilev  

2 

... 

... 

... 

2 

2-56 

Harraton  

9 

6 

4 

... 

... 

2 

11-32 

Lambton 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Lamesley 

7 

4 

2 

... 

•• 

1 

9-21 

Lu.iiley,  Great.. 

23 

17 

2 

2 

•• 

2 

57-50 

Lumley,  Little... 

2 

2 

... 

83-33 

Ouston 

8 

4 

•• 

... 

... 

4 

53-33 

Pelton  ... 

17 

8 

3 

... 

... 

1 

5 

22-06 

PI  aws  worth 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Urpeth 

7 

5 

1 

• 

... 

... 

1 

20-60 

Us  worth  

11 

5 

3 

1 

... 

2 

9-18 

Waldridge 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

8'33 

Washington  

9 

6 

... 

... 

... 

3 

14-28 

Witton  Gilbert 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

• .. 

Workhouse 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Dame  Margaret’s  Home 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Earl’s  House  School  .. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Inf.  Diseases  Hospital 

... 

•• 

•• 

... 

... 

Totals 

110 

62 

14 

3 

2 

2 

27 

... 

TABLE  IV. 


SCARLET  FEVER  IN  1896. 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OK  HEALTH. 


LOCALITY. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Sept. 

October 

► 

O 

O 

Q 

Total.  | 

Barmston 

... 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

.. 

. , 

,,, 

... 

. . . 

3 

Biddick,  South 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

•• 

... 

1 

Birtley 

15 

19 

14 

10 

4 

1 

9 

4 

5 

2 

6 

89 

Burnmoor 

15 

29 

6 

1 

... 

... 

... 

51 

Chester -le-Street 

20 

12 

9 

12 

22 

3 

7 

3 

6 

2 

18 

22 

136 

Cocken 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Edmondsley  

10 

4 

1 

... 

• 

... 

S 

3 

... 

•• 

... 

21 

Harraton 

... 

8 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

7 

Larabton 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Laroesley 

6 

... 

2 

11 

3 

8 

5 

12 

10 

3 

2 

1 

63 

Lumley,  Great  .. 

2 

2 

3 

1 

1 

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

•• 

12 

Luralsy,  Little 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Ouston 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Pelton  ... 

13 

4 

1 

2 

... 

... 

1 

... 

4 

... 

25 

Plawsworth 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

•• 

2 

Urpeth  .. 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Usworth 

6 

3 

4 

2 

... 

2 

•• 

2 

4 

30 

17 

69 

Wald  ridge  

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

3 

Washington  .. 

... 

4 

3 

3 

... 

... 

1 

8 

4 

23 

Witton  Gilbert 

... 

3 

5 

5 

6 

... 

1 

3 

4 

... 

... 

27 

Dame  Margaret’s  Home 

... 

5 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

9 

Earl’s  House  Inds.  Sch. 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Workhouse 

... 

1 

2 

•• 

... 

•• 

1 

4 

Total 

89 

84 

57 

43 

48 

15 

20 

30 

31 

19 

66 

51 

553 

TABLE  V. 


TYPHOID  and  CONTINUED  FEVER  IN  1896 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


DIPHTHERIA  AND  CROUP  IN  1898. 


TABLE  YI. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


LOCALITY. 

J anuary 

February 

O 

— 

4 

3 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Sept. 

October  j 

► 

O 

d 

o 

Q 

Total. 

BarmsUn 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

Biddick,  South 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

Birtley 

1 

... 

2 

6 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

10 

Burnmoor 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Chester-le-Street 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

•- 

2 

18 

Cocken 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• •• 

Edmondsley 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•- 

... 

• •• 

Harraton 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

•• 

... 

1 

1 

Lambton 

... 

... 

... 

... 

— 

... 

... 

— 

- 

Lamesley 

... 

1 

... 

2 

... 

... 

3 

Lumley,  Great 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

.. 

... 

... 

... 

Lumley,  Little 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Ouston 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

- 

Pelton 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

i 

•• 

3 

Plawsworth 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

l 

Urpeth 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

— 

Usworth 

... 

... 

1 

... 

... 

• •» 

... 

1 

Baldridge 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

— 

• • • 

- 

... 

Washington 

... 

... 

2 

- 

4 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

Witton  Gilbert 

2 

3 

1 

... 

... 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

1 

12 

Dame  Margaret’s  Home 

... 

2 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

Earl’s  House  School 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Workhouse 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

... 

4 

9 

9 

10 

6 

4 

2 

2 

1 

5 

i 

4 

57 

TABLE  VII. 

PUERPERAL  FEVER  IN  1890. 

NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


LOCALITY. 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

Sept. 

October 

> 

O 

& 

o 

<x> 

p 

Total. 

Barmston 

Biddick,  South 

Birtley 

Burnmoor 

Chester-le-Street 

Cocken 

Edmondsley 

Harraton 

Lambton 

Lamesley 

Lumley.  Great 

Lumley,  Little 

Ouston 

Pelton 

Plawsworth 

Urpetli 

Usworth 

Waldridge 

Washington 

Witton  Gilbert 

Dame  Margaret’s  Home 

Earl’s  House  Inds.  Sell 

Workhouse 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

... 

•• 

i 

... 

1 

2 

1 

| 

1 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

i 

... 

... 

i 

... 

4 j 10 

ERYSIPELAS  DURING  1890. 


TABLE  VIII. 


NUMBER  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  TO  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


LOCALITY. 

1 

j January 

February 

March 

April 

d 

.Tune 

13 

August 

Sept. 

October 

► 

o 

5a 

V 

V 

a 

Total. 

Barmston 

.. 

• • • 

• • • 

• • • 

1 

... 

1 

Biddick,  South 

... 

... 

... 

... 

• • 

... 

... 

Birtley 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

1 

... 

... 

3 

Burnmoor 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

Chester-le-Street 

6 

... 

6 

... 

3 

2 

2 

1 

2 

3 

2 

i 

28 

Cocken 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Edmondsley 

1 

2 

1 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

... 

6 

Harraton 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

1 

2 

... 

■■ 

1 

... 

4 

Lambton 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Lamesley 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

i 

... 

1 

•• 

4 

Lumley,  Great 

... 

•• 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

2 

Lumley,  Little 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

Ou8ton 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

Pelton 

1 

•• 

3 

1 

1 

2 

... 

... 

i 

9 

Plawsworth 

... 

► 

... 

... 

... 

... 

1 

i 

2 

Urpeth 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

2 

... 

... 

i 

... 

... 

3 

Us  worth 

1 

1 

... 

i 

... 

1 

... 

4 

Waldridge 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Washington 

1 

... 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

3 

•• 

... 

... 

6 

Witton  Gilbert 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 

... 

i 

1 

•• 

i 

13 

Dame  Margaret’s  Home 

•• 

... 

2 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

4 

Earl’s  House  Ind.  School 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Wurkhouse 

... 

•• 

•• 

... 

1 

... 

•• 

... 

1 

Total 

11 

1 

' 18 

1 5 

5 

i 7 

8 

11 

8 

5 

8 

4 

TABLE  IX. 


HOSPITAL  STATISTICS. 


MOUTH. 

Number 

Admitted. 

Number 

Discharged. 

Died. 

No. 

residence 
on  last 
day 

of  month 

s. 

E. 

D. 

s. 

E. 

D. 

s. 

E. 

D. 

1895. 

Dec. 

16 

1896. 

Jan. 

8 

... 

... 

15 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

9 

Feb.  • 

13 

•• 

4 

2 

1 

... 

... 

... 

... 

23 

March  ... 

10 

... 

4 

6 

... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

27 

April  ... 

5 

... 

... 

1G 

... 

4 

1 

... 

... 

11 

May  ... 

16 

2 

1 

7 

... 

•• 

... 

1 

... 

22 

June  ... 

... 

... 

7 

... 

1 

... 

... 

... 

14 

July  ... 

6 

1 

•• 

12 

1 

... 

1 

• • • 

... 

7 

August... 

9 

1 

... 

3 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

14 

Sept.  ... 

5 

1 

... 

4 

3 

... 

... 

... 

13 

October 

2 

1 

1 

8 

... 

... 

... 

... 

•• 

9 

Nov.  ... 

13 

1 

... 

4 

1 

1 

... 

... 

... 

17 

Dec. 

15 

2 

... 

G 

2 

... 

... 

... 

... 

26 

Tota 

102 

9 

10 

90 

*8 

10 

2 

1 

... 

S.  Scarlet  Fever.  E.  Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever.  D.  Diphtheria. 


TABLE  X. 


POPULATION  of  the  several  Townships  in  the  District. 


1891. 

1895. 

1896. 

Number 

of 

inhabited 

Houses. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Average 

per 

House. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Number 

of 

inhabited 

Houses. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Increase. 

Decrease. 

is  compared 

with  1895. 

Barmston 

137 

392 

4'40 

592 

133 

585 

. • • 

7 

Biddick,  South  . . . 

12 

58 

4-83 

58 

12 

58 

... 

... 

Birtley 

826 

4475 

5-05 

4883 

972 

4908 

25 

Burnmoor 

282 

1362 

4-83 

1372 

284 

1372 

... 

... 

Chester-le-Street... 

1600 

8623 

5-38 

11126 

2100 

11300 

174 

Cocken 

37 

176 

476 

180 

22 

105 

... 

75 

Edmondsley 

489 

2741 

5-60 

2S67 

623* 

3490+ 

623 

Harraton 

470 

2177 

4-63 

2177 

550  || 

2546 

369 

Lambton 

27 

164 

6-00 

164 

27 

164 

... 

Lamesley 

1008 

4924 

4-88 

5017 

1040 

5075 

58 

... 

Lumley,  Great  ... 

390 

1927 

4-94 

1927 

371 

1832 

... 

95 

Lumley,  Little  ... 

97 

557 

574 

557 

97 

557 

... 

... 

Ouston 

147 

953 

6-48 

966 

146 

946 

... 

20 

Pelton 

831 

4296 

5-17 

4756 

940 

4833 

77 

... 

Plawsworth 

205  § 

1055 

574 

1136 

204 

1049 

87 

Urpeth 

378 

2172 

574 

2470 

471 

2704 

334 

•• 

Us  worth 

856 

4513 

5'27 

4785 

936 

4832 

47 

... 

Waldridge 

374 

1961 

5-25 

1972 

292 

1533 

... 

439+ 

Washington 

693 

3953 

570 

4184 

741 

4223 

39 

... 

Witton  Gilbert  .. 

905 

4215 

4-65 

4548 

987 

4587 

39 

... 

Total 

9764 

50594 

... 

55739 

1094S 

56699 

... 

* 197  houses  were  transferred  to  Lanchester,  on  29th  September. 

t 1350  population  were  transferred  to  Lanchester,  on  29th  September. 

* The  increase  here  is  due  to  89  houses  being  transferred  from  Waldridge,  in  June,  1895. 
||  See  remarks  concerning  Harraton  on  page  I. 

§ „ ,.  Plawsworth  on  page  I. 

X Transferred  to  Edmondsley. 


TABLE  OF  POP l LATIOE , FILTHS,  and  of  HE If  CASES  OF  SICKRESS,  coming  io  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer 
07  Healtn>  the  Vear  in  the  Ch ester -le- Street  Rural  District;  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


Populatio 

Age. 

i at  all 

New  cases  of  Sickness  in  each  locality,  coming  to  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Number  of  such  cases  Removed  from  their  Homes  in  the  several  Localities 
for  treatment  in  Isolation  Hospital 

for  the  purpose  . of  these 
statistics  ; Public  Institutions 
being  shown  as  separate  local- 
ities. 

9>  • 

Aged 

1 

2 

6 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

li 

12 

13 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

Census 

1891. 

to 

-a 

.2  ■£ 

under  5 

3 

Fevers. 

M 

Fevers. 

middle 

of 

Ph 

over  5. 

M 

P. 

s 

JU 

o 

a cl 
e*  3 

o 

T3 

a. 

3 

to 

q 

1- 

3 

a 

_a 

«8 

■E 

O ^ 
3 ft 

o rj 

o> 

tjD 

"2 

\ 

(«) 

(b)  1 

1896. 
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Barmston 

592 

585 

20 

Under  5 

2 

i 

5 upwds. 

1 

... 

l 

1 

Biddick,  South 

58 

58 

1 

Under  5 

1 

... 

5 upwds. 

.. 

... 

... 

Birtley 

4175 

4908 

198 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

34 

55 

4 

5 

i 

3 

1 

l 

3 

5 

9 

Bummoor 

1368 

1372 

37 

Under  5 

19 

i 

5 upwds. 

32 

... 

Chester -le-Street 

8623 

11300 

411 

Under  5 

45 

3 

4 

... 

S 

3 

15 

5 upwds. 

91 

5 

1 

30 

2 

25 

42 

3 

7 

e 

Cocken 

176 

105 

1 

Under  5 

... 

5 upwds. 

Edmondsley 

2741 

3490 

135 

Under  5 

5 upwds. 

8 

13 

1 

12 

- 

1 

1 

5 

Harraton 

2177 

2546 

92 

Under  5 

1 

1 

... 

5 upwds. 

6 

9 

4 

2 

Lambtou 

164 

164 

1 

Under  5 

2 

... 

... 

5 upwds. 

1 

... 

... 

Lamesley 

4924 

5075 

176 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

20 

43 

1 

2 

4 

4 

7 

... 

... 

Lumley,  Great 

1927 

1832 

82 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

4 

8 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

... 

Lumley,  Little 

557 

557 

26 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

1 

3 

2 

1 

•• 

Ouston 

953 

946 

27 

Under  5 

1 

5 upwds. 

... 

... 

... 

Pel  ton 

4269 

4833 

208 

U nder  5 

14 

1 

1 

... 

5 upwds. 

11 

2 

2 

1 

9 

3 

i 

... 

Plawsworth 

1055 

1049 

47 

Under  5 

2 

... 

1 

... 

5 upwds. 

1 

... 

1 

1 

Drpeth 

2172 

2704 

69 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

*- 

1 

1 

4 

3 

Usworbli 

4513 

4832 

219 

Under  5 

27 

... 

5 upwds. 

42 

1 

4 

4 

1 

Waldridge 

1961 

1533 

54 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

1 

2 

1 

9 

• 

... 

Washington 

3953 

4223 

160 

Under  5 
5 upwds. 

7 

ie 

6 

4 

6 

2 

2 

... 

Witton  Gilbert 

4215 

4587 

183 

Under  5 

s 

8 

3 

1 

... 

5 upwds. 

IS 

1 

It 

2 

12 

l 

Workhouse 

10 

Under  5 

1 

1 

5 upwds. 

3 

1 

1 

8 

Dame  Margaret’s  Rom 

. . 

U nder  5 
5 upwds. 

C 

4 

9 

5 

Earl’s  House  Ind.  Schoo 

1 ... 

Under  5 

5 upwds 

.. 

Inf.  Diseases  Hospital.- 

Under  5 
5 upwds 

.. 

*• 

... 

... 

Totals 

. 50594 

56699 

2157 

Under  5 
5 upwds 

191 

35' 

31 

1C 

4 

.. 

.. 

6 

101 

1 

10 

84 

22 

80 

10 

... 

9 

Notification  of  Infectious  Disease  is  compulsory  In  the  District  is  from  February,  1891. 


* 


No.  of  Houses  built  during  the  year. 


TOWNSHIP 

NO. 

TOWNSHIP 

NO. 

Barmston 

...  0 

Lumley,  Great 

0 

Biddick  

...  0 

Lumley,  Little 

0 

Birtley 

...  20 

Ouston  ...  

4 

Burn  moor 

...  0 

Pelton  ... 

56 

Chester-le-Street  . . . 

...  60 

Plawsworth  

0 

Cocken  

...  0 

Urpetk... 

28 

Edmondsley 

...  4 

Us  worth 

2 

Harraton  ... 

...  0 

Waldridge 

0 

Lambton  ... 

...  0 

Washington 

4 

Lamesley  ... 

...  30 

Witton  Gilbert.  . 

7 

Total 

215 

